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sufficient pressure may easily be induced by the
mouth without resorting to the use of a filter pump.
"A precipitate is effectively and rapidly washed
by filling up the funnel twice, and after sucking the
water from the stem of the funnel, which is full of
liquid throughout the filtration, it only remains to
transfer the precipitate (which has been rendered
sufficiently dry by the suction) to the ignition dish or
crucible. This operation does not at first commend
itself to the manipulator. By means of a pair of
weight-pincers the edge of the pulp is lifted at any
point, and the felting folded over about a horizontal
diameter, so as to bring the under surface uppermost.
This surface is then grasped by the pincers and the
whole filter bodily transferred, precipitate side under-
neath, to the ignition dish, in which a dry piece of
ashless paper has been previously placed. The pre-
cipitate, which is still moist, does not therefore make
actual contact with the platinum. It now only remains
to transfer the small amount of precipitate clinging to
the sides of the funnel above the region previously
occupied by the pulp. The funnel is grasped in the
left hand, leaving the thumb free to rotate it by
pressure applied at the rirn, whilst a small piece of
wetted ashless filter-paper is tightly pressed (by means
of the thumb only of the right hand) against the side
of the funnel. By gradually bringing the paper from
throat to rim during the rotation it will be found
possible in most cases, after a little practice, to remove
every trace of adhering precipitate by means of a
small piece of paper.
"The total amount of paper to be burnt off in the